
In the United States it was the policy to take into the Army 
only those men who were physically fit to fight and to assign 
them, save in exceptional cases, only to work directly related 
to the ordinary duties of a soldier. The work of making 
munitions, running railroads, and building ships was done 
by men not enrolled in the armed forces of the Nation. 

THE AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES AND THE BRITISH 
EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 

There is, however, one comparison which may fairly be 
made. This is the comparison between the American Expedi­
tionary Forces and the British Expeditionary Forces. Both 
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Diagram i.—British and American Expeditionary Forces on the western front. 

countries devoted their major efforts to building up and main­
taining their armies in France. The results are set forth in 
diagram 1, which shows the strength of the two forces at 
different dates. 

The British curve mounts rapidly at first and falls off in 
the latter part of the period. The American starts slowly and 


